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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Colorado is one of a very small mumber of states that does not gather information about K-12 facilities
at the state level. Accordingly, the state does not know exactly how many buildings there are, much less
what condition they are in. Any thoughtful approach to dealing with Colorade’s crumbling schools must
begin with a clear understanding of what sort of problem we are facing.

Starting in 2004 the Donnell-Kay Foundation undertook a comprehensive capital needs analysis project
to determine the conditions of our kids’ schools. That project involved two components. In consultation
with a group of facility experts, the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) and National
Research Center Inc. we sent an e-mail based survey to all superintendents and district facility managers.
We received survey results from 72 districts representing 956 school facilities (60% of all school build-
ings) and 424,978 students {59% of Colorado’s students).

We also did site assessments of 16 schools in eight scheol districts throughout the state. The site as-
sessmients were done by Colorado CEFPI volunteers trained by MGT of America and using the BASYS
program developed and licensed by MGT.

FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE KEY FINDINGS:

m ‘The site assessments found a total of $121,877,401 of capital needs in the 16 schoal sites assessed.

m  When compared to the student enrollment in each of those schools, that comes to $13,790 per stu-
dent. That per pupil amount, if applied to the entire state enrollment, would mean over $10 billion
of need statewide.

m  Of the 16 individual schools assessed, each had needs over $3 million—with one needing more
than 525 million,

m Inaseparate process, we surveyed facility managers in all districts, Those surveys found an estimated
$5.7 billion in capital needs for the state, including $400 million for health and safety and $1.6
billion for increased student capacity.

m Superintendents rated 19% of elementary school buildings, 23% of middle school buildings and
21% of high school buildings inadequate for educational suitability.

m According to superintendents, 30% of elementary schools, 209 of middle schools and 23% of high
schools have inadequate space.

m  One-third of Colorado high schools have inadequate science facilities,
m  Well over 1/3 of Colorado school districts do not have a long range facility plan.

m 329 of superintendents think school facilities are “essential” or “very important” to the academic
and social success of students,

® 699 of superintendents think school funding is the most pressing issue facing their schoaol district.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE FACILITY (AN OLD
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